Cavalier Park Bay Colony Civic League 31st Gateway Committee Meeting
In attendance were members of the Civic League-Annie Adams, Greg Battaglia, Rendy Adams, Jack Moore, Debbie Lou Hague, Bob MacIver, Steve Husak, Bud Keen, El Halley Ed Baughan, Mark and Brooke Rich, Deborah Blanchard, Lynda Strickler. Also in attendance were members of other civic leagues and shop owners-Ted Davis, Jim Allen, Louinder Jones, and Pam Mathias from the City Manager’s Office.
Thursday June 25, 2009

I. Opening of meeting

Greg Battaglia, Committee Chair opened the meeting and gave a brief history of the topic. He and Rendy Adams will serve on Councilman John Uhrin’s sub committee as the Cavalier Park Bay Colony members. Greg stressed the need to go back to the community, prioritize and come up with a final presentation. The committee is open for and seeking input, researching data, mining ideas and forming opinions. Contact Greg Battaglia at rgbatt@cox.net
El Halley discussed a generic study plan for the project including objectives, analysis and final presentation ideas. The plan’s main focus was to take great ideas from the committee and present it to the city.

Questions for the presenters are:

What are things negotiable for change? Is the city willing to listen to the citizens?
II. City Presentations

Barry Frankenfield, Strategic Growth Manager (will be July 1st) and Chris Wojtowicz City Public Works Engineer made their presentations.

The presentation power point can be found on http://www.vbgov.com/file_source/dept/mcg/WebPage/HotTopics/Laskin%20Gateway/Documents/laskin_gateway_060809.pdf
http://www.vbgov.com/file_source/dept/mcg/WebPage/HotTopics/Laskin%20Gateway/Documents/laskin_gateway_060809.pdf
More information can be found on http://www.vbgov.com/vgn.aspx?vgnextoid=f01b85d6d3af1210VgnVCM100000190c640aRCRD&vgnextchannel=c803a9893c5dd010VgnVCM1000006310640aRCRD&vgnextfmt=default
Points of interest from presentations:

· The city is currently collecting traffic data

· Can compromise on some of the ideas from citizens.
· No design plan yet

· There will be comment cards that will be categorized

· Public works is in charge of the engineering

· Not just streetscape improvements-new H2O and sewer, overhead utility placement

It is not:

· a pedestrian mall 

· a 1 way traffic road

· a grant to developers

Mr. Frankenfield then discussed the phases of the project with phase 1 beginning this September with the sewer lines. There are four phases in all and they will be described on vbgov.com website.  Mr. Frankenfield said there will be a topic button on the home page to go directly to the site.
Mr. Wojtowicz added that 30% of the construction projects will be completed in September and at that time the city will have input from the citizens. It is imperative that the civic leagues are represented at that meeting to submit the comment cards on the plans.

He also added that the city will be taking the area of concrete (and daylilies) up at the intersection of 30th and Laskin (near Farm Fresh) and adding another lane there as a temporary fix.  
There are also possible changes to the Pinewood Road access and the proposed Laskin Road Circle. All roads in Virginia Beach must be above 5ft sea level and Pinewood is not. 
III. Discussions and Questions from members

There were many questions and suggestions from the members of the committee that included:

· Concern for access from and to the Northend

· Safety concerns especially fire and rescue with the Baltic Avenue “Old Beach” street reformation

· Parking for the stores on 31st
· Baltic traffic signals (Mr. Wojtowicz told the member to contact Bob Gey)

· Moving the circle to Baltic and Laskin which precludes new cutover road to 32st and reduces potential to dump more traffic onto Pinewood
· Why aren’t developers paying for the water and sewer around the new project? 
· Can one way movement on 31st Street help the traffic congestion?
· Condos, gas station, Burger King, Seafood Restaurant alignment with the proposed 32nd street access to Laskin Road and why isn’t that going to be completed first (the city needs to put in sewer and water as soon as possible).

· Taxpayer Cost involved in going back and “REDOING” projects i.e. 30th and Laskin intersection and 30th and Baltic intersection brick work. 

· Questions about survey and traffic measurements and the “assumptions” made by the city

· Consult with attorney to make sure all proposed development is following city ordinances and acceptable practices. 
In conclusion our civic league is most concerned with: 

· Access to our neighborhoods
· Safety, i.e. emergency vehicle access, dangerous intersections, congestion, etc.
· Parking/access to, in and around the present and future shops on 31st Street.
Respectfully submitted

Debbie Lou Hague

